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Peace be within thy Walls, and Pleute- 
ouſneſs within thy Palaces. 


HIS Pſalm is one cf thoſe, which are 

l called the Pſalms of Degrees, or A- 

ſcents; and are ſuppoſed to have been 

purpoſely indited for the ſolemn Pro- 
ceſſions of th Children of Iſrasl; when they 
went up to Feruſalem, cither upon Stated or 
Extraordinary Feſtivals; and there aſcended the 
Mount ot the Temple: entring its Gates with 
the Voice of Joy and Thankſgiving, with Hymns 
and Melody; and received anſwerably by the 
Levites, in an alternate Chorus, with mutual 
Gladneſs and Benedictions. 

And it has pleated God, in his Goodneſs to 
theſe Kingdoms, to pur a happy End to a Ne- 
ceflary and Victorious, but Tedious Conſumrive 
War; and to bring Us at laſt to the joyful Feſti- 
val of a long d: fired Peace. And the Piety of 
Her Maj ity has thought it fit and dutiful, that 
the Thau ks to God for this great Bleſſing ſhould 
be paid with the greateſt Solemnity: and that 
the gereral Joy which the People have every 
where conſpired to expreſs at its Publication, 
ſhoul.: not only be gratefully and devoutly te- 
ſtified by them to the Divine Majeſty in all their 
Religi us Corgregations throughout their ſeve- 
ral Cities and E laces of IO a- part; * 
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be unitedly preſented up to him by this great 
Aſſembly, the States of the whole Kingdom); 
and our Joint Thanks offered in the moſt Au- 
thentick manner, and as Enacted before Him. 

So are the Tribes of our Iſracl, the Princes 
and Elders of the People, by the Direction of 
their Sovereign who {its on the Throne of Fudg- 
ment, Victorious as David, and Pcaceiu| as So- 
lomon, come up now to the Great Houſe of 
God in our Metropolis. Our Feet ſtand within 
theſe Gates, and we appear before the Throne 
of the Almighty, as a Pcople that are at Vnizy 
within themſelves; and conven'd to the ſame 
Holy Purpoſe, t» teſtiſie unto Iſrael, to give thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord. | 

And this pious Auguſt Aſſembly ſo come up, 
I, like one of thoſe Ancient Prieſts, take leave 
to welcome, as from the Fop of the Degrees, 
with the firſt Words of the Text; after the 
manner of the Greetings of the Eaſt, and in the 
comprehenſive Phraſe of the Holy Language; 
Peace be unto you: Peace, as it was then unde 
ſtood; Quiet and Security, Health and Proſpe- 
rity, heavenly Grace and Benediction, all Joy in 
this Life and in that to come. 

Peace in this large full Senſe (and may God 
be pleaſed to give it you) was the Meaning of 
this cuſtomary Salutation. But whether the 
Word, as it flands in the Text, be taken in 
that Latitude; or in the reſtrained Signification, 
to which the Occaſion of the Day may more 
particularly apply it : the Sentence it makes up 
might have been underſtood by the Pſalmiſt, 
not only as I now uſed it, as a hearty Wiſh and 
Prayer for Peace; but as a glad Annunciation of 
it, cither already come, or certainly to be ex- 


pected. And the better to confider the preſent 


Duty 
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Duty of the Day, by the direction of the Words 
I have choſe for it, you may be pleaſed to take 
them in that double Conſtruction; both Con- 
gratulatory and Precatory. Within thy Walls 
Peace I 5 Come, and Plenteonfneſs Returning ; 
or, MAY there be Peace within thy Walls, aua 
Plenteouſneſs within thy Palaces. 

The Words of the Text are not incapable of 
the Firſt Conſtruction. And our Glad Minds 
may be moſt willing to lay hold of it, and ready 
to break out into the moſt joytul Congratula- 
tions among our ſelves, and the higheſt and 
moſt exulting Thankſgivings unto our God. 

For, to the greater Glory of the Almighty, and 
Honour of his Vicegerent over us, and for our 
greater Joy, we may truly affirm, that this Day 
of Peace is with much more Reaſon to be Con- 
8 than that of the moſt Celebrated Vi- 

ory gained by us in any the moſt Fortunate 
Year of a Long War. | 

For our Joy then was not ſo Unchriſtian, as 
to rejoyce over the Deſtructions we had made, 
and to Inſult over flain Enemies : This Nation 
has always been a more honourable Adverſary ; 
and given the Vanquiſhed more Generous Treat- 
ment. Ir was a Joy for our own Deliverance, 
for a Check given to Hoſtile Fury, for the Re- 
preſſion of the Invaders, and for the Abaſement 
of the Haughty: for the Hopes of their Redu- 
ction to Reaſon, and of that Peace which we 
have now obtain'd. 

The Triumph now is for an Intire, Finiſh'd 
Victory; over not the Enemy only, over War 
it ſelf: A Triumph truly Chriſtian, and which 
comes neareſt to that of the Laſt Day; à Tri- 
umph over Death and Deſtruction. 


In 
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In any Chriftian Country, the Place from 
which I ſpeak can give but cold ncouragement, 
hardly Allowance, to any but a Deter five War. 
War, if we conſult our Religion, muſt be high» 
ly Neceſſary, tobe in any Degree Juſt. And, if 
it be not; a Thankſgiving to Gou for its Succeſs 
is an Open Affront: it is a kind of Blaſphemy. lr 

is to Boaſt before him of the Breach of his Laws; 
and to ſuppoſe the Righteous Fudge of all the Earth 
to have decided the Cauſe in favour ot our In iquity. 
And even in a Jutt War, fuch as we have Wag'd; 
and for the ViEtories of which we have returned 
Due, and, as wi Piouſly Preſume, Acceptable 
Thanks: to perſiſt longer in it than is neceſſary, is 
to change the Side; to begin io War againſt the 
Goſpel; and by a bold Appeal to provoke the 
Almighty to judge for himſelf, and to condemn 
us in a Sentence he may leave to be cxecuted 
by the Adverſary. This is one, and to a Chri- 
ſtian the moſt dreaded, Danger of a Frotr Qed 
War. And for a Delivery from This, a Pious 
Qu en and People are molt chiefly to be Fel ci- 
tared : Congratulated, not only for ſecuring to 
themſelves the Fruit of their Succeſs, | ut ror 
th: Grace God has given them to reſiſt the 
Flattering Temprations of it; ro Quell in them- 
ſelves ail riſing Provocations of Animoſity and 
Revenge; and to return from this State of Na- 
ture (as it is faiſly called, unicts of degenerate 
corrupt Nature) unto the State of the Goſpel, 
and unto a ul uninterrupted Obedience to the 
King ſom of Chriſt Bleſſed are ye, Peace-makers ; 
Bleſſed, as the Children of God. 

Pu! the long Cont nuance of War might not 
be much leſs di a reeable to cur Temporal Inte- 
reſts, than to our Spiritual. It was that, in which 
the Care of our felvc>, but more eſpecially of 

our 
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our near Neighbours, at firſt engaged us: And 
by the Succeſs God has been pleaſed to give us, 
thoſe who lately were again Diſtreſſed, are now 
again Mighty; and from being narrowly Strait- 
en'd, are very amply Enlarged. And it was high 
Time that we ſhou'd have leave at laſt to think 
of our ſelves; and thould remember, we too were 
a Nation depending upon Commerce, and that 
ought to look to our own Balance, and Merchant- 
like to conſider in what End a long ceaſing of 
Profit and vaſt luc reale ot Loſs mult . 
ly determine; that we are an iſland, divided from 
the Territories of the Continent, and not placd 
by Nature à Barriere between them; that our 
Wealth and our Strength is from the Sea, and 
that the Veſſels that Import our Riches muſt De- 
ſend them. It was Peace, that was to reſtore us 
to our ſelyes, and to our true Situation; that 
ſhould return our Ships, and our Mariners, to 
their right Uſe; and put us in a Capacity of re- 
covering, by the only proper Method, the Trea- 
ſure we had ſo largely waſted. And This it is, 
we are now congratulating: Rejoycing, as thoſe 
who have been out ona long Vo, age, and thorough 
great Perils are Returned: Welcoming one ano- 
ther Home; and Glad, that we are arrived at rhe 
Haven where we would be: P a'fing the Lord for 
his Doings : and declaring the Wonders that be dveth 
for the Children of Men 

The natural Courage of our People puſhes 
them on io mingle in the Quarrels of our Neigh- 
bours; and foreign Conqu. tts, glittering in our 
Annals, make thoſe glorious Days appear to 
have been the Happy. But as a painted Battle, 
with all its Horrors, may be an agrecable Hnter- 
tainment to the Eye: So he R-igns, that are 
Read with Delight, may have been Lived in with 
| Miſery, 
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Miſery. Thoſe Acquiſitions abroad, when made 
to our ſelves, are known to have been ruinous to 
our Country. It w.s drained of Natives, to over- 
come Strangers; and vaſt Subſidies went out, to 
purchace the leſs tubitanriai Spoils of Trophies 
and Glory. And the Iſſue generally was this; 
that the Preſent Generation was impoveriſhed by 
the Forcign War, and the Next haraſs d with a 
Civil. So lictle to our Advantage was the ex- 
tending of Territories, and /ubdumg of the Proud; 


in thoſe Ages, of Military Tenure, and unacquaint- 


ed with the Benefit of Commerce. But leſs now 
is that Boaſting Motto of the Romans to be the 
Ambition of our Iſle; no more than it was theirs, 


to excell in Painting or Carving. To her it be- 


longs, to maintain her own natural Barriere, that 
which was given her by the moſt High, when He 
divided tu the Nations their Inheritance; to pre- 
ſerve to Her ſelf, through all its wide Extent, the 
Correſpondence of the hordering World: like 
the wiſe Woman in the Proverbs, to ſee that ber 
Merchandiſe is gond, and that ir brings ber Food 
from far; t ſeek Wool and Flax, and toWork it 
willingly with her Hands ;, to look well tu the Ways 
ber Houſhold, and not to eat the Bread of Idleneſs : 
his 13 the Buſinets and Glory of our Ifland: 80 
will ber Children riſe up, and Call her Bleſſed; 
and her Husband, the Prince, bave no need of 
Soils, To this, our proper Condition, the Wis- 
dom of our Excelling Governeſs has brought back 
her Hoyſhold: And for this, Her Works will Praiſe 
Her in the Gates; and the that feareth the Lord, 

directs us to Thank Him. 
lt may be enough to have given, in the Cauſe 
of the Continent, ſo ample a Demonſtration of 
our Good- nature, Valour, and Riches: to have 
ingaged fo heartily in it; to have fought ſo ma- 
DY 
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ny glorious Battles, and beſtow'd ſo many 
Thouſands of Lives, and Millions of Money, 
upon it: enough has been ſacrificed to thoſe 
Conſiderations. And it was as fit we ſhould 
give a Specimen of Domeftick Prudence; 
and ſhew, that our Courage, however Natural 
to us as to ſome of our Animals, was yet un- 
der the Government of Reaſon ; and to Purſue 
or Retreat, as it ſhould dire& : that our Cha- 
rity was not ſo indiſcreet, as wholly to exhauſt 
our ſelves ; and leave us without a Reſerve tor 
any yet nearer, and more urgent, Occaſion. 
The common Burthen, laid equally at firſt, and 
in Ame due Proportion, upon the ſeveral Shoul- 
ders of the United; had in proceſs of Time, 
and by various Movements, ſo ſhifted its Si- 
tuation, and came to preſs ſo unequally ; as 
to be the heavy Labour of the one, and the 
Exerciſe of others, one crouching and bending 
under it, and ready to faint, while the other 
went vigorous and erect, with a Hand ſtil] at 
Liberty for their wealthy Induſtry. The 
transfuſed Blood had ran ſo freely from the 
whole Body of the Kingdom, and by ſo many 
open'd Veins, that though the Patient might 


not yet be ſenſible of the Loſs, the Skilful - 


had reaſon to apprehend a fatal Deliquium. 
The only Conſolation was, that our Enemies 
ſuffered more : and this was the uſual Con- 
gratulation, that we were not as Miſerable, as 
where the War raged. For that Difference 
indeed, we were to give God Thanks : but in- 
finitely more, for that which he has now pur, 
between our Late, and our Preſent Condition. 
Henceforth, by the Grace of God, we may 


compare our ſelves not with the Miſerable, 
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but the Happy: even with thoſe that lived 
in that Flouriſhing Opulent Condition in which 
the late Wars found us; and which ſome 
Lovers of War would have us forget, but the 
Sons of Peace may hope to regain. 

Neither is it to be wonder'd, if the Satiſ- 
faction upon this Happy Change be not yet 
intirely Univerſat Some, notwithſtanding ſo 
many repeated Diſappointments, . may have 
ſtill entertaind vaſt impracticable Hopes; 
without any Conſideration of the many Dan- 
gers, and great Inconveniences, that might 
much more probably have attended us: like 
hot, eager Purſuers, in a Succeſsful Wing of 
an Army, commanded to make a Halt ; who 
may ſpeak of nothing but loſt Advantages, 
and think not of the Reafons obliging the 
General to it, who had the whole Battle in 
his View, and the Safety of All in his 
Care. The War too has been now fo habi- 
tuated to us, 'as to grow almoſt a Part of 
the Conſtitution; and like ſome Excreſcen- 
cies of the Body, which have got their 
Veins and Ligaments, may not be taken off, 
without ſome complaint of the Parts adjoin- 
ing. As our Trade likewiſe long ſtopt in 
its great Channels, and diverted to others 
leſs Beneficial, or Detrimental to the Coun- 
try, may, when it returns, to run freely in its 
old and full Courſe, leave ſome not ſo Fruittul 
or Waſtful Corners leſs plenteonfly ſupplied. 
But theſe particular Inconveniences, following 
upon Peace, are not to be Imputed to That, 
but to the War: as the Pain of a Wound 
received, but not felt, in the Heat of a 


Fight, is not to be charg'd afterwards * 
the 
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the Repoſe, and the Application for a Cure. 
Theſe Complaints are what was to be ex- 
pected, whenever the War fhould end; and 
would have grown more, and louder, the 
longer It had continued. And we are there- 
fore now to Congratulate our ſelves that 
their time is .come, and that they will in 
a little while be over: as we do, that the 
other Burthens, which elſe too would have 
increaſed and multiplied upon us, have hence- 
forth their fix d Period of a few Years, in 
which they muſt determine. 

Suck Cauſes have made it our Duty to 
congratulate before the Great God, who 
Maketh Peace, and createth Evil, the great 
Bleſſing of Peace: Juſt and Honourable, I 
may ſay, in the Condition, in which by the 
Events of his over-ruling Providence we are 
Placed; and in that reſpect fate I:kewiſe and 
advantageous. But the Safety and Advan- 
tages, which we may have in Proſpect, as 
well as the Duration, are not to be men- 
tion'd before him, without due Submiſſion 
to his All-wiſe and Almighty Pleafure : nor 
to be expected from him, but upon our hearty 
Prayers and Endeavours. And thoſe the 
Words of the Text beſpeak from us, as they 
ſtand Tranſlated, and taken in the Senſe I 
mention'd in the Second Place: MAY Peace 
be within thy Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within 
thy Palaces. ” 

And in this hearty Wiſh, and devout Prayer, 
all no doubt will unanimouſly agree : how- 
ever they may differ in the Affirmative of the 
Congratulation. In this they will concur for 
their own Intereſt : or, more Honourably and 
: B 2 Chriſtianly 
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Chriſtianly, for that of their Country and 
Religion. Led by the Direction of this 
Pſalmiſt, for their Brethren and Companions 
ſakes, they will wiſh to Feruſalem Proſperny ; 
and for the ſake of the Houſe of the Lord their 
God, they will ſeek to do ber Good. This muſt 
certainly be the Common Prayer of all, and 
without any Diſſent ; that Peace, in its moſt 
extended Senſe, may be within our Walls, and 
Plenteouſneſs, with all its Affluence, in our 
Palaces, 

And now Her MAJESTY, in Her Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, has ſecur d our Walls from all 
Enemies without; and the moſt difficult part 
of this Great Work of Peace is no longer the 
Object of our Wiſhes, but become the Argu- 
ment of our Thankſgiving : What have we left 
to Pray, but that in order to the Preſerving of 
this Peace, and to the Reparation of our 
Loſſes, and Reſtauration of our Plenty; all aur 
Domeſtick Contentions, and little Wars at 
Home, ſhould ceaſe ; all our Deſires for Peace 
being now reduced and contracted into This 
only, that it ſhould be, in the narrow and 
ſtricteſt Acceptation, WIT HIN our Walls. 

For This we are now to Pray toGod ; but as 
that which he expects likewiſe from Us; who 
are therefore to join our Endeavours, and to 
underſtand the Words, not only as expreſſing 
a Wiſh or Prayer; but as an Admonition of 
Duty, and Exhortation to its Performance; 
LET Peace be within your Walls. 

And this is the Peace that muſt be allowed 
on all hands to be Neceſſary, Honourable, 
Beneficial, and Safe; to agree with the Max- 
ims both of Religion and Worldly Piety. As 

on 
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on the contrary, nothing certainly can be 
more oppoſite to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
nor more deſtructive of Human Society, than 
Feuds and Animoſities, when they divide and 
diſtract a Nation. | | 
For whatever the ſeeming occaſional Cauſe of 
Diviſions may be; the true Original and prin- 
cipal Efficient, the Apoſtle St. Janes has told 
us. From. whence come Wars and Fightings 
[or Brawlings | among you ? Come they not hence, 
even from your Luſts that war in your Members? 
The Warfare the Apoſtle St. Pay! tells us to 
be that of tbe Fleſh qgainſt the Spirit: a War- 
fare within onr Breafts, the Cauſe of that 
wihin our Walls. And there, in that Service, 
Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, axe muſter d up 
as ſo many Corps; and juſt go before Mur- 
ders : being ranked among the manifeſt Works 
of the Fleſh : Manifeſt, as Adultery und Fornica- 


tion, Uncleanneſs and Laſcroouſneſs, as Idolatry 


and Witchcraft : Of theſe he tells the Gala- 
tians, having too told them ſo before, that 
they who do ſuch things ſhall not inberit the 
Kingdom of God. And likewiſe admoniſhing 
thoſe that are called unto Liberty, (and the Ex- 
hortation holds in the Civil Liberty we enjoy ) 
that they àſe not Liberty for an Occaſion to the 
. Heh, and its Luſts; but that by Love they ſerve 
one another : he then warns them, if they bite 
and devour one another, that they take heed they 
are not conſumed by one another. | 
They who do ſuch things, the Apoſtle ex- 


preſly tells us, if they repent not, /hall not in- 


berit the Kingdom of God : and if they perſiſt, 
he plainly intimates, they will greatly endan- 
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ger their Temporal Inhzritances. For even 
the Kingdom of Beelzebub, the firſt and great 
Author of Governing Men by Parties, if di- 
vided againſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand : So little 
Hopes has any Human to continue; if it ſuffer 
it ſelf to be divided by his Machinations. Such 
a Proceeding will be juſtly deliver'd up, by 
the Divine Vengeance, to its own Natural 
Conſequences ; the Calamities of a Civil War. 
And this is a State by all Human Caution to 
be avoided ; and to be deprecated at the Throne 
of Grace, with the moſt earneſt Supplica- 
tions: as deſtructive to the Converſation of 
Men, as the Plague; and to their Cohabita- 
tion, as a Fire, May our Enemies, if we are 
again to have any, fall, I ſhould ſay, under that 
Curſe; were it not unlawful for a Chriſtian to 
wiſh it, even to them. And may werather be re- 
manded to the Foreign War, from which we are 
now deliver d, I ſhou'd add: had it not gave 
Way and Increaſe to our Diviſions ; as if it had 
been training and exerciſing us, for another at 
Home. For to what other End could Changes 
of Government be perpetually rung in our 


Ears: and Mens Heads made Giddy by eter- 


nal Repetitions of Revolution? Why, under 
the moſt as and Regular, and mildeſt 
Reign, actually enjoy'd ; were our Imagina- 
tions to be filled with Odious Unlikely Sup- 
poſitions ; with the Poſſibility, of the utter 
Subverſion of our Laws, and of Abſolute Ty- 
ranny? Why, inſtead of the Rules of Submiſ- 
fion, and Obedience, and Conſervation of the 
Publick Quiet; are Caſes ready put, of the 
Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance, and Duty of Rebel- 
lion? And, inſtead of letting Sociableneſs be 
2 one 
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one of the Properties of Human Nature; why 
is Mankind declared to be Wild and Savage, 
and originally in a State of War: and born 
to the Liberty of returning to it, upon any 
Diſſatisfaction, as to their Hereditary Right, 
by an Unelianable Indefeaſible Title? | 

The Tares of the Goſpel were ſown in the 
Night, and when the Hisbandmen ſlept : and 
thoſe, tho' to be tolerated, and not rooted 
out (for that Work was reſerved to the Laſt 
Day) were yet acknowledged to have been 
ſown by an Enemy; and were ſpared, for the 
Quiet and Preſervation of the Meat; not 
bid to be Water'd however, and Cultivated, 
by the Good Men. But theſe Seeds of Sedition, 
which have been ſown too in the Abſence of 
the Husbandmen, when their Eyes and their 
Cares were called Neceſſarily from Home by 
external Dangers ; they are a Noiſome Seed, 
that Poiſons the Ground, and will Kill the Corn, 
The Venemous Weed is left to the Diſcretion 
of the Husbandmen : and carefully to be heed- 
ed, that it take not much root, and ſpread not 
far. And the uncautious Gatherer is to be 
warned; that, for Suſtenance in the Pot, he 
meets not with Death. For none but a Mor- 
tal Enemy both to Body and Soul would have 
ſown This: and the whole Family of the 
 Houſholder, to whoſe common Bane it grows, 
muſt be very Sleepy, if they negle it. 

In Political Speculations a Civil War 1s 
the utmoſt groſſelt Abſurdity: and the Notions 
that Neceſſarily lead to it muſt be Neceſſaril 
Falſe; it is, of it ſelf, the greateſt Civil Evil; 
Deſtructive equally of all Intereſts, Sacred and 
Prophane, Landed or Monied (for Peace with- 

in 
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in our Walls is the Fund of Funds) but if at- 
tended and aſſiſted with Foreign Arms, an 
Atliſtance called Naturally in by both Sides, 
and as readily lent ; it is then utter Deſolation 
and Ruin. Our Spoil! ſhall be gathered, like 
the Gathering of a Caterpillar: as the running 
ro and fro of Locuſts they will run upon is. 
To furious Slaughter, as between inraged Bre- 
thren, will be added from abroad greedy Deva- 
ſtation: and the Quarrel once left to the Deciſion 
of Foreign Swords; is not like to be ſoon de- 
termined; not till they are fatten'd with Blood 
and Plunder; till we have been as long the Seat 
of War, as the Country on which it lately 
dwelt, and from which it has been now ſo 
loth to withdraw. 

The Civil War, that ended within the Me- 
mory of the preſent Generation, raged not 
a little, and laſted for many Years : tho' our 
Neighbours were not at Leiſure to Aid it; to 
tend, and to feed the Fire. But if we go 
higher up, into the Times of the Saxons and 
Danes; did not our Hiſtories inform Rea- 
ders, the face of our Country might mind 
the , Traveller of the Ravages then made. 
The Memorial Heaps of Earth, that retain 
no longer the Names of the Buried, are laſt- 
ing Monuments of the wretched Condition of 
the Ages they lived in; when Wolves and 
Tygers, inſtead of Sheep, overſpread the 

ains. 

While Feruſalem remained, as the Pſalmiſt 
deſcribes it to have been built, as a City. at 
Unity within it ſelf ,, and Peace was within its 
Walls; it was as the Mount Sion which might 
not be removed, and which was to ſtand faſt for 

ever, 
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ever. But when ſtrife and unrighteouſneſs were 
in the City, day and mght going about within the 
Walls thereof Miſchief alſo and Sorrow in 
the midſt of it ; and Deceit and Guile went 
not out of the Streets : it was thenceforth 
an caſte Prey to the Aſſyrian, Babylonian and 
Egyptian Nations. The City faſt tounded upon 
a Rock, was removed like a Cottage : and the 
Joyous Place was a miſerable Seat of Woe, 
and Theme for Lamentations. As afterward, 
when aſſailed by the Romans, it was deſtroyed 
and conſumed, not ſo much by the Force of 
that Powerful Empire, as by their own Inteſtine 
Diſcord. The War within the Walls, was more 
Cruel than that without: and the Dif union of 
their Minds did not only Ominate, but Effect, 
the total Demolition of their Buildings, and 
the final Diſperſion of the Inhabitants. So 
neceſſary 1s this Prayer for the Quieting and 
Ceaſing of theſe Inteſtine Diviſions, to the 
Safety, aud even to the Being of our Country: 
And as neceſſary to the Return of our Plenty. 
If this Peace be not Secured; Plenteouſneſs 
will be Wiſhed for in Vain. 

For whereas for the Recovering of Trade, 
long intermitted or diverted, to its right Chan- 
nel, by which Wealth is to be re- conveyed; 
great Application, and Diligence, and Induſtry, 
are to be uſed; and all Mens Heads, and 
Hands, to be turned that Way; our Commerce, 
as well as the War, wanting to be Proſecuted 
with Vigour, and with United Contributions: 
Feuds and Quarrels are known to imploy their 
Thoughts and Activity, on cantrary Purpoſes. 
They are then moſt buſie in oppoſing, under- 
mining, overthrowing one another; and con- 
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tending, not who ſhall enrich, but who ſhall 
diſpoſe of the Country ; who ſhall be of the 
Governing Party, the Traders of ſome Inland 
Company, that is to have the Monopoly of the 
Publick : In ſuch Diſputes, not only torgetting 
their Honeſt Callings, but ready to change 
them for the Military; and contrarily to the 
Spirit of the Times under the Meſſiab, to beat 
their P/ough-ſhares into Swords, and their Pru- 
ning-hooks into Spears, Little Plenty will be 
bropght into that Hive; where the Bees, inſtead 
of Labouring in their Cells, or Flying abroad to 
Sather; are rather intent upon Sharing the poor 
Remainder of the Stock; and upon uſing their 
Stings among themſelves, which were given 
them againſt Drones or Robbers. 

A People Angry, and Quarrelſome, will 
make a very difagreeable uneaſie Neighbour- 
hood to the few, Quiet, Induſtrious, and Ho- 
nourable, Traffickers, that may be lett amongſt 
them. And theſe will love their Native Land 
very well: if they wiſh not the ines of a Dove 
t fly away from it, tho' into a Wilderneſs ; 
and to be at reſt from the Stormy Wind and 
Tempeſt. But a Country under ſuch Agita- 
tions and Diſturbances can never promiſe it 
ſelf to be a Mart for Nations; a Staple of 
Wealth and Plenty. As ſoon will a Mer- 
chant place his Magazine in a Soil liable 
to Earthquakes ; and upon a Ground ſmoak- 
nig under his Feet, and continually threatning 
Eruptions. It is Venture enough to the fair 
Trader to be expoſed to the Storms of the 
Sea, to Rocks and Quick-ſands there. The 
arbour he ſteers to, is a Place of Quiet and 


-.tety 3 where he ſhall want no new Enſus 
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rances. And to ſuch a one, he will again put 
cut to Sea. 

Theſe Conſiderations have peopled and cit 
riched, a Wiſe Nation: and made them a 
ſure Refuge, from the Diſquiet and Contuſions 
of other Countries; and a Friendly, Advan- 
tagious, Habitation for the Exerciſe of Honeſt 
Induſtry. All that wondrous Increaſe they 
have attained, they owe to that Peace within 
their Walls ; which they have had the Skill all 
alons to maintain ; and which no Force of 
the Late War could invade, or Artifice diſturb. 
A Nation I mention with Honour : not to be 
looked upon with a Malignant Eye, but ob- 
ſerved with a more Prudent Imitation. They 
ſhew, how Great a ſmall State may grow by 
Concord: and may we never verifie that other 
part of the Sentence, as if left for our Motto; 
and be an Example, how much by Diſcord a 
Great one may Diminiſb. | 

But I am ſenſible that I may be gone too 
far from the Optative, Hopetul, Senſe of the 
Text; and that mixing Fears and Apprehen- 
ſions of the Future, with the Prefent Good 
Tydings, I may ſeem to have clouded the 
Day, and caſt a Melancholy over the Thankſ- 
giving. | 

And yet theſe well-meant Thoughts con- 
cerning a future Contingency, I need not ex- 
cuſe ; by pleading, either that Thanks how- 
ever are now juſtly due, to God and the Queen, 
for the great Bleſſing, although we make not 
the right Uſe of it hereafter; or that this un- 
grateful Proſpect af the Evil may warn us to 
prevent it, and to ſecure and perpetuate the 
preſent Joy. I may, 00 I ſhall rather chuſe 
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to, ſay; that this Foreſight of a fad Poſſibility 
may ſerve to redouble our Satisfaction, and 
heighten our Thankſgiving. 

For tliis Day has ſomething in it, which is 
to be Congratuled in that Reſpect; and which 
greatly Aſſures us againſt thoſe Fears; and \ 
crediblv Promiſes the Re- eſtabliſnment of our 
Tranquility, and the Return of our Plenty. 
That hearty Care of Her Majeſty for the 
Publick Good, that large Wiſdom and ſteady 
Reſolution, which have been Bleſſed by the 
Almighty to procure us this Peace: may, we 
hope, by the fame Divine Atliftance Reſtore 
to us Quiet at Home, and Overcome all Oppo- 
ſitions againſt It. Thoſe Prudent, and Gentle, 
and Patient, Methods which have prevailed 
upon Princes and States, and brought them to 
Concord: cannot ſure tail of winning upon 
Her Subj cts, to lay down their Differences at 
Her Feet; and ſubmit them to Her Laws, and 
Her juſt Arbitration. And the great Affair of 
Reconciliation, which has been ſo dexterouſly 
managed Abroad, and at Diſtance, by Her 
tranſmitted Orders: will be more effectually 
tranſacted at Home; under Her Eye, and by 
Her Immediate Conduct, 

This will be Her Effectual, for now it will 
be Her only, Care. The Heavy War, which 
was demiſed to Her Majeſty with the Crown, 
and has ſince requir.d the continual Applica- 
tion of Her whole Reign; is now happily 
ended. And ſhe is at Leiſure to ſet about the 
Work, ſhe has long defired to take in hand: 
to regulate Her Domeſtick Affairs, and re-invi- 
gorate Her Laws; to advance true Piety and 
© Virtue, Fidelity and honeſt Induſtry ; 5 
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like the Queen Her glorious Predeceſſor (whoſe 
Example ihe does her the Honour to follow) 
to put Her Kingdom into a Courſe and Train 
of Peace and Plenty, that may convey them 
to future Generations. 

This long'd-for Opportumty, now put into 
Her Majeſty's Hands, is another, and a juſt, 
Cauſe for this Thankſgiving. The Feſtival is, 
as it were, that of a New Inauguration : She 
has been now Crown'd with Peace : and, for 
2 new Tra, a Reign of Peace is hencetorth 
Commencing ;z as glorious, we hope, for the 
Advantages it will bring Her Subjects; as the 
other, the Martial one, for the Reſiſtance and 
Repulſes it gave a mighty Enemy. | 

And, at this Her Coronation, we Her Sub- 
jects are hkewiſe to repeat our Profeſſions of 
Allegiance, and our Wiſhes for many Years. 
Our Vows of Allegiance we hail pay; not 
only as due to a Prince by Law, and upon a 
Cuſtomary Promiſe of Ruling by it : but 
upon certain Experience, and knowing Aſſu- 
rance, of a Gracious Government; and out 
of the abſolute Neceſſity of it, for our own 
Security. And many, many, Years we ſhall 
pray os Many, that ſhe may Perform her 
whole Work ; and Many, that ſhe may En- 
joy it: wiſhing there may at leaſt be added, to 
the natural Courſe of Her precious Life, thoſs 
Years ſhe has ſpent in the Fatigues of War, 

Our Duty to Her Majeſty, ſuch is Her Love 
of the publick Good, will be beſt ſhew'd by 
our Subſervience towards It: and ſo will ſhe 
be enabled, by the beſt of all Haman Means, 
to attain it. And our Thanks to God, uſually 
and properly attended with Acts of PREY 


— _ 


22 A Sermon Preach'd before, &c. 


and more neceſſarily now to the many Objects 
the War has created; will at preſent come 
moſt acceptably before Him, if accompany'd 
with a more univerſal Charity, and extended 
to the whole Kingdom; with ſincere Diſpoſi- 
tions and Vows of Love, and Peace, Unity, 
and Concord. So may He who maketh men to 
be of one mind that are in a bouſe, be pleaſed, in 
return, to Strengthen theſe our Reſolutions with 
bis Grace, and proſper them to their deſir d 
Effect. And ſo may He the Great Soveraign 
of Soveraigns, by his Royal Aſſent, anſwer 
the Optative, Petitionary, words of the Text, 
with a Confirmation and Grant; and ſay, Let 
it be Done, as it is Deſired : Himſelf now dif- 
miſſing this Congregation hence, as by a Voice 
from Heaven, with this reſponſory Effective 
Benediction; I ARE. the, Blefled of the Lord 
tho matle Heaven and Earth; Peace BE within 
your Walls, and Plenitauſteſs within your. 
ace TEST 7 „ 
This may the Great God be pleaſed! to Grant; 
by the Mediation of Our Lord, and Aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit. And to Them, in the 
Unity of their Trinity, give we, as is moſt 
due, all Honour and Praiſe; vowing all Obe - 
dience, now and for ever. 
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